By USA RATWICE
The Associated Press
MONTPELIER — Opponents
g‘ on the State House lawn
ursday to celebrate what they
say was a Town vic-
tory in which thousands of
Vermonters endorsed their cause.
The activists urged lawmakers
to ban the use of genetically engi-
neered crops in the state.
*We're here to ask our
Legistature for a GEfree Vermont,”
Amy Scholknhu'cr director of
Ruml\rcnmm.mdlodnaowd

neered or banning lhtmcd’
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total to 70 or 29 percent of
Vermont.

Sponsors of the rally placed
small banners for each town in
the snow on Thursday in the
shape of Vermont 1o demonstrate
thrguwl'n?nppnnﬁxlhtam.

of the most exciting
things about this campaign that
we 've all been involved with
ing resolutions to town meeting is
that we are
at the local level,” said Ben
Crosscup of the Institute for Social
Frolv?y Biotechnology Project.

And we're here to say that we
want an agriculture that is free of

genetic engineening and we want
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Protestors put up a sign during a demonstration on Thursday in Montpelier. Opponents of genets-
caity modified crops heid a raily on the State House lawn.

Genetic engineering critics
demonstrate for state ban

“If we allow genetically engineered crops to

proliferate in our state we lose the unique

identity Vermonters have worked so hard

to create.”

Jim Moulton,

Windham County Genetic Action Engineering Action Group

that to be all over the state and
all over the world.”

Genetically engineered foods
are typically plants created with
other species, such as bactena.
Th rocess is different from

eeding in which plants
\mhm the same species are bred.

The genetically modified organ-
isms or GMOs may be created o
be resistant to insects or disease.

Critics say genetically altered
organisms are harmful 10 the
environment, public health and
family farms. They want a ban

on the use ‘ errmﬂtd
as corn and canola,

Crops, suc
until they are proven safe,

Rep. David Zuckerman, P-
Burlington, an organic farmer,
has introduced four bills in the

l:gnlamn that would require

netically enp—
ncered foods; g:)ld
that produce the sccd for
the ill effects of the crops; and

ban the use of genetically engi-
neered plants and seeds in
Vermont altogether

“When people think Vermond,

they think quality. Today that dis-
tinction, our identity as a pure
food state, is threatened by

biotech " said Jim Moulton
of the \\mdham County Genetic
Action E Ammeup

“Genetic engineering is not
and cannot be mocmcd with
pure food production,” he said.

If we allow genetically engi-
neered rm‘:“lo proliferate in
our state we lose the unique iden-
tity Vermonters have worked so
hard 1o create.”
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